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his own genius. He is but twenty-nine years of age, and should his 
growth for the next ten years equal that of the last ten, we cannot 
easily say how high a place he may reach, and hold for all coming time, 
in the catalogue of the British poets. 



30. — Central Africa. Adventures and Missionary Labors in several 
Countries in the Interior of Africa, from 1849 to 1856. By T. J. 
Bowen. Charleston : Southern Baptist Publication Society. 1857. 
12mo. pp. 359. 

This work comes to hand just as we are preparing our last instal- 
ment of copy for the press. It deserves such a notice as it is impossi- 
ble for us now to give, and we may recur to it in some future number. 
It commences with a brief recapitulation of earlier and later researches 
in Africa, then proceeds to a detailed account of the present condition 
of Liberia and its inhabitants, and then passes to Yoruba, the chief 
seat of the author's missionary labors, — a country whose southern 
boundary is about eighty miles north of the Bight of Benin. The 
geography, plants, animals, ethnology, language, manners, traditions, 
religion, and government of this previously almost unknown region con- 
stitute the subjects of the greater part of the volume. This is another 
of the very numerous instances in which an enterprise of Christian 
philanthropy is rendering back to its birth-land and the civilized world 
a rich tribute of rare and valuable scientific and statistical knowledge. 
We doubt whether the funds of the Smithsonian Institution could in 
any other way so surely subserve the testator's purpose of " diffusing 
knowledge among men," as by being appropriated to the support of 
foreign missionaries. Certainly, without aid from government, more of 
curious, and accurate, and valuable information as to all that concerns 
nature and man has emanated from our American missionaries since 
Smithson's bequest became available, than has been given to the world 
from the income of that noble endowment. 



Note to Article JU. 

Since this article was written, intelligence has been received of the 
death, at Beirut, of that eminent scholar, Rev. Eli Smith, D. D., who, 
amid the incessant labors of his calling as a missionary, was yet able to 
contribute as much as any man of his age to Sacred Geography and 



